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God’s Family Growing Through Caring, Sharing and Serving

Ash Wednesday – Give Up and Take Up

March 1, 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary
Give Up and Take Up is the theme for the Ash Wednesday service this year. Lent is the time to give up bad habits and
take up better ones. We are giving you the opportunity to do both in one service. The service will start in the sanctuary
for singing, prayer and the imposition of ashes. It will conclude in the Wesley Room where we will be making "Who is my
neighbor?" signs for the church lawn.

Kaleidoscope Bible Study Starts March 2

Kaleidoscope is back for the Lenten Season. If we can get 6 to 8 people interested in
participating, we will meet on Thursday evenings at 7 pm. Kaleidoscope is more of a
small group than a traditional Bible study. There are no homework assignments. Each
week is self-contained, so you can join at any time. You can be absent when you need to
be, but we hope that you won’t want to be. What we’ll be practicing is not so much a way
of studying the Bible as a method for reading the Bible and letting the Bible read us. And,
in the process, we get to know God, ourselves, and each other much better. Let Pastor
Rebecca know if you are willing to give it a try.

It All Happens March 5!

New Member Sunday, Quarterly Congregational Gathering and Lunch, Village House Shelter Rally
It all happens March 5! We’ll start off the season of Lent by receiving new members in worship. We invite you to stay and
greet them after the service, then come to the quarterly congregational gathering and lunch in Kohlstedt Hall. This first
meeting will be facilitated by Craig Ramsay and is designed to educate and inspire you to become involved in the Village
House Shelter beginning on April 5. We are “rethinking church” and trying to make church meetings more fun and inspirational. We’ll see you there!

Lenten Sermon Series Based on
James Fowler’s Stages of Faith Village House Shelter Arrives
We often talk about faith as a journey, but where is that jourat Woodhaven on April 5
ney going and are we making any progress along it? James
Fowler was a UM pastor and theologian who taught at Emory
See Page 5
University and directed the Center for Research on Faith
and Moral Development and the Center for Ethics. In 1981,
he published Stages of Faith in which he laid out the typical
stages of faith development that we go through from early
childhood to the end of our adulthood. This Lenten series will
examine those stages of faith and how our understanding of
God matures as we grow through each one. We will begin with
the temptation story in Matthew 4 and a sermon entitled: “The
Devil in All of Us: Magical Thinking and Its Implications for Our
Understanding of God.”
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Pastor’s Page
Lent 2017: An Embarrassment of Riches

“An embarrassment of riches” is how I would have to describe the Lenten season that is
unfolding at Willow Glen this year. No matter what your spiritual personality type is, there
is something being planned for you. If you are a “thinker,” you might be interested in the
sermon series for Lent that will focus on the stages of faith developed by James Fowler, a
UM minister and longtime Professor of Theology and Human Development at Emory University. If you are someone who likes to keep up on current events and make connections
with new people, plan to come to the Lenten speaker series, “Let Justice Roll!” hosted by
our circuit churches on Tuesday nights. Willow Glen is first up with our own Doug Dionne
talking about immigration law on March 7. If you’re looking for a small group and a more
personal approach to faith, I will be leading the Kaleidoscope Bible Study on the Thursday evenings of Lent. If you are a “doer,” then you will want to attend our congregational
meeting on March 5 and learn how you can help with the Village House rotating women’s
shelter that will be at Willow Glen for the month of April.
Lent is a time that many people give up something. I challenge you to take on one or
more of these opportunities to grow in your faith. And before you begin to make excuses,
remember what Parker Palmer says: “Am I busy? Of course I am. Am I too busy to live
my own life? Only if I value it so little that I am willing to surrender it to the enemy.” [Parker
Palmer, A Hidden Wholeness] This Lent, God wants to be your friend.
Pastor Rebecca
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Lenten Devotional Theme for 2017:
Who Is My Neighbor?

We are commanded to love our neighbors, but the lawyer asked Jesus in the Gospel of
Luke, “Who is my neighbor?” To answer his question, Jesus told the story of the Good
Samaritan. We would love for you to share your Good Samaritan story with us to read for
our daily devotional this year. Now is the time when we especially need to be reminded of
the good in other people and the potential for good in us all, so tell us how you or someone you know befriended a stranger. Tell us how your folks took someone in when they
needed a friend. Tell us how someone was a Good Samaritan for you. It may be an everyday kind of story about being neighborly to someone at your school, in your workplace or
on the street because being a Christian is an everyday kind of job! Lent is a long season,
so we’ll need everyone’s help in putting together a daily devotional this year. Send your
story in an email to rebecca@wgumc.org or call the pastor and she will take it down over
the phone: 408-294-9796.

General Church News
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Lent 2017: Let Justice Roll!

A Series of Tuesday Evenings to Stretch Your Vision and Deepen Your Soul
Sponsored and Hosted by The United Methodist Churches of Silicon Valley:
Los Gatos, Campbell, Willow Glen, Almaden Hills, Good Samaritan, Cambrian Park
March 7 – Love, Hope and Immigration under the Trump Administration
March 14 – Community Action Poverty Simulation
March 21 – The Role of Faith Communities in Challenging Islamophobia
March 28 – Everyone’s a Little Bit Racist
April 4 – Recognizing and Addressing Unconscious Bias
See detailed schedule on Back Page
Part of our Circuit Lenten Study Series, Hosted by The River Church and Step Up Silicon Valley

Community Action Poverty Simulation
Tuesday, March 14, 6:30 – 9 p.m.
The River Church (670 Lincoln Avenue #200)

We must register online in advance for this powerful experience: https://theriverchurchsimulation.eventbrite.com
Walk in someone else’s shoes…
• Spend a “month” in four 15 minute “weeks” trying to make ends meet with limited resources.
• Share your experiences and your insights with others.
• Learn about next steps you can take to cut poverty.
Participants in this unique event view poverty from different angles in an experiential setting. The action reflects the day
to day realities of life with a shortage of money and an abundance of stress. During the simulation, participants role-play
the lives of families struggling to make ends meet, from single parents trying to care for their children to seniors trying to
maintain their self-sufficiency on Social Security.
The task of each family is to provide food, shelter, and other basic necessities while interacting with community resources
such as the bank, store, utility company and pawn shop staffed by resource volunteers.
Although it uses “play” money and other props, fictional scenarios and time limits, the Poverty Simulation is not a game. It
is a unique simulation tool that enables participants to view the real world of poverty.
Following the role-play participants and low-income volunteers reflect upon their experiences, share their insights, compare these with the reality of poverty today in Santa Clara County and learn about next steps to cut poverty in our community. This activity is for adults and high school students.

Building HOPE: Mexico Mission Trip 2017

First Team Meeting Sunday, March 19. at 1 p.m.
It is not too early to begin planning for next summer. Registration is underway
for an intergenerational mission trip to Mexico, July 29 – August 5. Working with
AMOR Ministries, we will build two-room houses from the ground up for families
living outside Tijuana. We encourage everyone to consider making this life-changing trip, families as well as individuals, school-age children, youth and adults of all
ages. The cost of the trip will be $725 per adult and $425 per child under age 10,
which includes the cost of building materials for the homes we will build.
Please check out our website (mexico.wgumc.org) or contact Pastor Susan (susan@wgumc.org) for more information.
Registration forms and deposit are due Sunday, March 19, at our first team meeting.
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Children & Family Ministries

Forgiveness

Learning Another Tool in Sunday School for our Faith-Filled Toolbox
Throughout Scripture, we are reminded about God’s grace and forgiveness. Since we are created in God’s image, we
have the ability to offer forgiveness when people in our lives hurt us. God’s love in us makes it possible for us to forgive
others and work towards fixing our own relationships that break down from time to time.
We’ll spend the month of March looking at the way Jesus teaches about forgiveness
through some of the parables he told his followers, and learning how we can decide that
someone who has wronged us does not need to pay for that infraction.
Our Memory Verse for March comes from Colossians 3:13.
In Colossians 3:13, we read, “Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are
holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” (NIrV)
This verse, from Paul’s letter to the church at Colossi, reminds us not only that God forgave our sins, but also that we
should forgive others instead of holding grudges against one another. Let’s see if we can live like Jesus and let go of
some of the hurts we are holding against others - choosing instead to forgive. Sunday School meets each week at 10 a.m.
in the preschool building. See you there!

Toyon Kids Camp 2017

July 9 – 14, Monte Toyon, Aptos, CA
Each year, some of our CrossWalk friends (entering 3rd – 6th grades) go to summer camp together at Monte Toyon in
Aptos. Sponsored by the California-Nevada conference of the United Methodist Church, this is a great way to meet other
kids of faith and enjoy the great outdoors together as we learn about our God and ourselves. Susan will not be on staff at
Toyon Kids Camp this year but she may stop by for a visit! You can find more information and register online now at the
Conference Camping website: www.calnevypm.org

CrossWalk

Faith and Fellowship for
Third, Fourth and Fifth Graders

Hero Central, June 26 – 30

Vacation Bible School

Do good! Seek peace and go after it! Psalm 34:14b
Summer would not be complete without Vacation Bible
School! This year, we will visit Hero Central and discover
the heroes around us and in us. There will be music, crafts,
games, friends and lots of superhero fun as we celebrate the
qualities that make us heroic. We’ll also get to know some
Bible and local community heroes who will help us find our
strength in God. All children from 3 ½ year olds to those just
finishing fifth grade are invited to attend as campers. Invite
your friends and neighbors to Hero Central, too. Registration
will be online at vbs.wgumc.org March 12 to April 9.

Friday, March 10, 7 – 8:30pm
Wesley Room and Kitchen
Theme: Cooking for Others
We’ll be heading into the kitchen to prepare a meal
(or two) for the homeless shelter. This is a great
chance to have some fun in the kitchen and share
the results with others.
Parents: We need additional parents to stay and
help supervise the food preparation. Please email
Pastor Susan if you can help in this way.

Mission & Outreach
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Village House Shelter Arrives at Woodhaven on April 5

We will welcome our guests on Wednesday, April 5, and our shelter will be open 6:30 p.m. to 7 a.m. through May 3. Once
again, dormitory space will be set up on the first floor of Woodhaven and the Wesley Room will be used for meals. We
encourage everyone to find some way to help care for our guests. The list below shows many of the volunteer opportunities available. You can sign up by following the link on our website to our SignUp.com page or with Amy Yee or another
member of the Shelter Team on Sunday mornings.
Find out more about volunteer opportunities, training, donations and other ways
to be involved at our Shelter Rally after worship on Sunday, March 5, or at
https://www.villagehousesccca.com.
Evening Supervisor*
Daily from 6 – 10:30 p.m.
Responsible for management of shelter procedures, rules and operations. Supervise intake process, direct volunteers,
oversee schedule and monitor activities of guests in a way that creates a welcoming and safe environment for guests.
Morning Supervisor*
Daily from 5 – 7:30 a.m.
Responsible for management of shelter procedures, rules and operations. Supervise morning checkout process, direct
volunteers, oversee schedule and monitor activities to create a welcoming and safe environment for guests.
Intake Volunteer (1 each evening; minimum age 18)
Daily 6 – 8:45 p.m.
Register guests as they arrive, under the direction and training of the Evening Shelter Supervisor, help them feel welcomed, and to understand the expectations as guests. Communicate with guests about any needs they may have so we
can best serve them (i.e. clothing, transportation).
Woodhaven House Host (1 each evening; female only)
Daily 6 – 10:30 p.m.
Under the direction and training of the Evening Shelter Supervisor, supervise activity in Woodhaven as guests arrive for
the evening and get ready for showers and dinner. After dinner, help guests settle in nd prepare for lights out at 10 p.m.
Hospitality Ambassadors (2 each evening)
Daily 6 – 9:30 p.m.
Under the direction of the Evening Shelter Supervisor, welcome guests as they arrive, help them get settled, supervise
locker space and direct them to the evening meal in the Wesley Room. Share a meal and spend time with our guests at
dinner. Encourage nightly program attendance. After dinner, invite them to clean up and move to Woodhaven by 9 p.m.
Transportation – Evening
Daily from 6 – 7 p.m.
Pick up our guests from the daytime shelter located at Almaden Hills UMC and bring them to Woodhaven nighttime shelter
located at Willow Glen UMC. Two trips may be needed on occasion.
Evening Meal Provider (Meal Team Leader)
Daily 6:30 – 9 p.m.
A great group activity! Recruit 3 – 4 of your friends to plan, prepare and serve a healthy dinner and beverages for up to 25
people (no dessert, please). Your team will prepare and serve the meal, dine with guests, and lead the clean up after.
Overnight Host – Night Watch (2 each night; minimum age 18)
Daily 10:30 p.m. – 3 a.m.
Monitor shelter activity throughout the night.
Laundry – Shelter Towels, Linens and Personal Laundry
Different opportunities daily
Pick up bag(s) of laundry to be washed any time after 8 a.m., launder and return them to Woodhaven by 6 p.m.
See Page 7 for More Volunteer Opportunities
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Women’s
Groups
Open to all, newcomers
are welcome. Please call
the contact listed below for
information.
Heart & Hands
First Thursday
7 p.m. in Woodhaven
Susan Smith
Friendship Circle
Thrid Wednesday
12:30 p.m. in Woodhaven
Sue Johnson
UMW Executive Board
Sunday, March 12
11:30 a.m. in Woodhaven

Women’s Page
UMW Update

The Willow Glen UMW thanks everyone for joining us in
support of the Women’s Gathering Place. We appreciate
your donations that help us continue to provide hot, nutritious meals to women in downtown San Jose who are
so much in need of a safe, comfortable place to rest and
experience a hearty meal in gracious loving community.
When we began participating in this mission, we were
serving about 15 women each month, and now we feed
around 40. Thanks be to God!
United Methodist Women Installation of Officers: Sunday, February 19thPastor Rebecca
read a series of quotations from a variety of strong, accomplished women who have made
a significant difference in our world, and she applied a quote to each one of the UMW
officers being installed. These officers are Ruth Granfors, President; Pat Farrow, VicePresident; Carmen McBride, Secretary; Becky Morgan, Treasurer; Gwyne Grubb, Social
Action Officer; Jane Vivian, Membership, Nurture, and Outreach Officer; Patricia Madsen,
Education and Interpretation Officer; and Alice Singh, Program Resources Officer.Rebecca prayed that these United Methodist Women receive all the power they need from the
Holy Spirit to be Christ for the world they have been called to serve.
Also in February (celebrating Black History Month) we hosted another “Lunch and Learn
Program” and were honored to have Anthony Stone share his experiences as a black man
growing up in the Midwest and now living in California.
Our next Executive Board Meeting will be March 12 in Woodhaven following worship.
Everyone is invited to bring a sack lunch and join us. It is wonderful to have increased
involvement and expanded creative input from our many new members. We will have assorted snacks to share, so no one will go hungry. See you there!

The Impact of Prayer Shawls
UMW is open to all women
regardless of church membership.
For more information about
UMW, call Ruth Granfors.

The deadline for the
April Willow Word is
March 20. Please
send your story ideas
and submissions to
Leslie Chamberlain.

A Letter from Susan Smith to Jacque Lauer and Ruth Granfors
I thought I would let you know the reach your prayer shawls have in our community. Last
March, one of our boot camp members lost her young adult son to suicide. Lisa chose a
prayer shawl, prayed over it with a small number of people and took it to her. Joan has
been wearing it ever since and has often felt like it was the only comfort that would allow
her to sleep in those early days of grief.
Earlier this week, Joan learned that the 16-year-old son of a friend’s neighbor had died in
his sleep. She immediately thought to give this stranger her prayer shawl and sat down to
write a note to the mother, sharing her own loss briefly and offering her uniquely personal
words of assurance. When she tried to give away her prayer shawl, however, she couldn’t
do it. So Joan texted me to ask if we had any more to share with this WG family. Early on
Wednesday morning, I chose a prayer shawl from the bin in Rebecca’s office, a group of
us prayed over it after boot camp and Joan delivered the shawl later that morning. She
received a thank you later in the day, expressing the family’s appreciation for the care and
hospitality. The young man’s mother had wrapped herself in the blanket and was feeling
the hope and comfort of our prayers.
Thank you, Jacque and Ruth and all of your team, for creating these shawls which allow
us, as a church, to extend our prayers and care to our neighborhood. We may never know
the full extent of the shawls’ impact in our community, but just these stories remind us that
we can be church and community in so many different ways. Your love is being shared
and is making a difference.

All Around Willow Glen
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New Laptop Needed for Worship

The laptop we use to run the slides for worship is starting to fail. Does anyone have a laptop that is in good condition and
no more than three years old that you would be willing to donate to the church? If so, please contact Pastor Rebecca or
Pastor Susan.

In Sympathy

We celebrated the life of longtime member Dorothy Bois on February 25. We pray for comfort for her family and friends.

Village House Shelter Arrives April 5

Continued from Page 5
Overnight Host – First Light (2 each morning; minimum age 18)
Daily 3 – 7:30 a.m.
Monitor shelter activity during the early morning hours. Wake guests at 5:30 a.m., help them get to Wesley Room for
breakfast (5:45 - 6:30 a.m.) and ready for their day.
Breakfast Lead – Hot Breakfasts
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 5:15 – 7:30 a.m.; Sundays 7:15 – 9 a.m.
A great group activity! Recruit some friends and lead the team to plan and serve a complete breakfast for 20 shelter
guests and volunteer staff in the Wesley Room.
Morning Shepherd
Daily 5:30 – 7:30am; Sundays 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.
Under the direction and training of the Morning Supervisor, assist with waking up shelter guests and getting their day started off well. Supervise locker space in garage, set out lunch-making supplies, and monitor morning activities to encourage
timely departure. As coverage allows, feel free to share a meal with our guests and spend time with them at breakfast.
Supervise morning check out from shelter by 7 a.m. (9 a.m. on Sundays).
Morning Host – Cold Breakfasts
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 5:30 – 7 a.m.
Set up continental breakfast in the Wesley Room for service to our guests between 5:45 and 6:30 a.m., welcome and assist them with the morning meal and invite them to help with clean up afterwards.
Transportation – Morning
Daily 7 – 8 a.m.
Pick up our guests from Woodhaven nighttime shelter and drive them to the daytime shelter located at Almaden Hills UMC
or St Francis Episcopal. Two trips may be needed on occasion.

Safe Sanctuary Policy at Willow Glen UMC

Protecting Our Children, Youth and Vulnerable Adults
God has given us a sacred opportunity and a great responsibility to nurture and protect children and youth. For this reason, the ministries of WGUMC operate under a set of policies and procedures that attempt to provide a safe and supportive place for children, youth, vulnerable adults and the persons who work with them, and to protect all people from abuse
on our campus and in our programs.
This set of procedures outlines the respectful ways in which we treat one another at WGUMC and the screening procedures for volunteers and staff who work with children, youth and vulnerable adults. All parents and volunteers are asked
to complete a simple disclosure form which will be kept on file with the Children’s Pastor. A fingerprint screening must
also be completed. We would like to have every parent and possible volunteer screened this spring as we prepare for our
shelter ministry and summer programs.
For our shelter ministry, we ask that all volunteers who work directly with our guests complete a volunteer disclosure form
and have their fingerprints taken for a background check. Drivers must also complete a driver’s disclosure and have a
copy of license and insurance information on file. Screening forms and information can be found at volunteers.wgumc.org.

Lent 2017: Let Justice Roll!

A Series of Tuesday Evenings to Stretch Your Vision and Deepen Your Soul
Sponsored and Hosted by The United Methodist Churches of Silicon Valley:
Los Gatos, Campbell, Willow Glen, Almaden Hills, Good Samaritan, Cambrian Park
All evenings start with dinner at 6:30 and program at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 7 – Love, Hope and Immigration
Under the Trump Administration
6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Willow Glen UMC, 1420 Newport Ave., San Jose
Immigration Attorney Douglas Stuart Dionne, Speaker
Tuesday, March 14 – Community Action Poverty Simulation
6:30 – 9 p.m., The River Church, 670 Lincoln Avenue #200, San Jose
Requires advance registration at https://theriverchurchsimulation.eventbrite.com
Poverty simulation at The River Church. Participants will role-play the experience of families trying to make ends meet in this
community.
Tuesday, March 21 – The Role of Faith Communities in Challenging Islamophobia
6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Campbell UMC, 1675 Winchester Blvd., Campbell
Zahra Billoo, Executive Director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, Speaker
Tuesday, March 28 – Everyone’s a Little Bit Racist
6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Good Samaritan UMC, 19624 Homestead Rd, Cupertino
Rev. Ron Buford, Pastor of Congregational Community Church Sunnyvale, and
Founder of Racists Anonymous, Speaker
Tuesday, April 4 – Recognizing and Addressing Unconscious Bias
6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Los Gatos UMC, 111 Church Street, Los Gatos
Michael Roosevelt, Collaborative Justice Project and Senior Court Services
Analyst, Center for Families, Children and the Courts, Speaker

Joint Youth Ministry “An Evening at the Movies”

Sunday Night, March 26, 5 – 9 p.m.
Catered Dinner, Silent Auction and Talent Show where our students serve as waiters, dessert bar, buffet and auction helpers
and provide amazing entertainment. Tickets goes on sale in early March at church on Sunday mornings or online at jointyouthgroup.com. Thank you for supporting and loving the teens and families in the JYM! We hope to see you there!

Willow Glen United Methodist Church

1420 Newport Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125
408-294-9796
www.wgumc.org

